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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming 
the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Dear Mesa College Community, 
I am thrilled to share some wonderful news with you. 
San Diego Mesa College’s accreditation has been reaffirmed by the Accrediting Commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges (ACCJC). 
At its January 14–15, 2026, meeting, the ACCJC reviewed our Follow-Up Report, supporting evidence, and the Peer 
Review Team Follow-Up Report from the October 27, 2025, visit. After careful consideration, the Commission 
determined that Mesa College has fully addressed the previously identified deficiencies, corrected compliance 
requirements, and meets the applicable accreditation standards. As a result, our accreditation has been reaffirmed for 
the remainder of the cycle. 
This is an important milestone, and it reflects the sustained commitment, integrity, and collective effort of our entire 
campus community. Accreditation is never the work of a single office or group. It is the result of shared responsibility 
across faculty, classified professionals, administrators, students, and our broader partners, all grounded in our 
commitment to student learning, equity, and institutional effectiveness. 
The Commission also expressed appreciation for the diligent work and thoughtful reflection undertaken by San Diego 
Mesa College, affirming that peer review remains a powerful process for strengthening quality and effectiveness in 
higher education. 



In accordance with ACCJC requirements, we are sharing the following documents with our campus community and 
the public: 

• The Follow-Up Report, 2025 
• The Peer Review Team Follow-Up Report, 2026 
• The ACCJC Action Letter, 2026 

These materials have been posted on the College Accreditation website. 
Looking ahead, our next milestone will be the Midterm Report due March 15, 2028, followed by our next 
comprehensive review cycle beginning with the ISER review in fall 2030 and concluding with a focused site visit in 
spring 2031. 
Today, though, we pause to celebrate. This reaffirmation reflects who we are as a college: reflective, accountable, 
student-centered, and deeply committed to equity, excellence and continuous improvement. Thank you for the care, 
collaboration, and persistence you bring to this work every day. 
Congratulations, Mesa College. This moment belongs to all of us. 
With gratitude and pride, 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President, San Diego Mesa College 
 
  

   

 

 

 
SDCCD Students in Sacramento 
The San Diego Community College District 
participated in the Community College League of 
California Conference in Sacramento where District 
students were able to advocate for their colleges to 
elected officials. 
 
To learn more, click the video to the left.  
 

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

Thank You for an Amazing Spring 2026 Convocation! 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Spring 2026 Convocation! It was energizing to come together in 
community, reconnect with colleagues, and kick off the semester with shared purpose and excitement. We celebrated 
our progress, heard important updates on accreditation and bond initiatives, and were inspired by Dr. Gina Ann 
Garcia, a leading scholar in higher education and organizational change. To view photos from this memorable event, 
please click here.  
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/accreditation/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sdmesa/albums/72177720331730747/with/55067960386
https://youtu.be/Rw_VRR1Xq5k?si=4wiJ98Bxc0ZT3HFk


 

 Black History Month at San Diego Mesa College  
 
Join us as we honor, celebrate, and reflect on Black history, culture, and legacy through art, storytelling, and 
community. Click here for more information -  
https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml 
  

 

Help shape our fundraising priorities and goals! 
 
Thank you to all of you who completed our #MesaDreams 
Survey. We will share a summary of the results shortly. In the 

 

 

 

2025-26 Faculty and Staff Handbook  
Check our 2025-26  
Faculty and Staff Handbook  
 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/_assets/documents/Faculty_Staff_HB-2526.pdf


 

meantime, we have another invitation for you to help shape the 
fundraising priorities for our comprehensive fundraising 
campaign.  
  

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries 
regarding immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a 
confirmed report of immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority 
to assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice 
Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in 
coordination with SDCCD Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared 
to act quickly and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support 
for students and employees should an incident occur. 

  

 

  

   

Enrollment Update 
  Spring 2026 is off to a strong start with our headcount at 21,297 individual students taking a class or classes with 
us this semester.  Our FTES is 6,057 and productivity is at 15.41.  Last year, at the start of Spring 2025, our 
headcount was 21,216 and our FTES was 6,072.  We are on pace to have a slight FTES increase from spring-to-
spring semester and a more significant overall FTES increase when comparing 2024-2025 to the 2025-2026 
academic year.    

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


 

Recap | SDCOE-AAPEN & CAAPLE New Year Convening  
 
The San Diego County Office of Education Asian American Pacific 
Educators Network (AAPEN) and California Association of Asian 
& Pasifika Leaders in Education (CAAPLE) – Region 8 recently 
celebrated their annual New Year Convening. Educators from 
across the region and throughout the K–20 pipeline gathered to 
honor community, togetherness, and life, while uplifting 
collective achievements. 
 
This year’s convening also held space to honor the life and 
legacy of Irene Hightower, whose leadership and impact 
continue to resonate across our educational communities. The 
celebration further recognized outstanding educators through 
the CAAPLE Awards and National Pacific Islander Education 
Network (NPIEN) Awards, including SDCCD honorees Kirin 
Macapugay (City) and Leland Simpliciano (Mesa). 
 
To continue building community and leadership across the 
region, CAAPLE will host its annual conference March 2–4 here 
in San Diego! 
 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

  

Welcome Week Spring 2026 
 
Please join us for Welcome Week as we kick off the Spring 2026 semester! We encourage you to share this 
opportunity with your students and invite them to attend a full week of engaging events designed to support a 
strong start to the semester. 
 
The full schedule is available here:https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml 

  

https://www.sdcoe.net/
https://www.caaple.org/
https://www.caaple.org/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/bonita-ca/irene-hightower-12688963
https://www.npien.com/
https://www.npien.com/
https://web.cvent.com/event/2f1b7f1c-a6f4-41c1-a68b-80a008f3aaba/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/2f1b7f1c-a6f4-41c1-a68b-80a008f3aaba/summary
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml


   

Scholarship applications are now available! Please encourage your students to apply to the Mesa College 
Foundation Scholarships. Our Scholarships webpage has all the information you might need! 
  
The final deadline to apply is Thursday, February 17th, at 11:59pm! 
  
You may also direct students to the Apply for Mesa Scholarships video, and a brief video tutorial we created on 
how to get started with applying. 
  
Scholarship Application Workshops for Mesa College Scholarships are now available! Follow this link for more 
information about the workshops. 25 students who attend a workshop session and apply for at least 
3 scholarships will be randomly chosen to receive a $50 gift card! 
If you would like a classroom presentation about our scholarships, then please contact Zulma Heraldez 
(zheraldez@sdccd.edu). 

  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQHdYAQNkjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
mailto:zheraldez@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s8bQVvsZAao7oaYZL0R9eW7pgU5Xs3R_/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all 
the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, 
and also to sign up to receive these newsletters straight to their 
inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more information about 
Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

With the start of the new semester, students are always encouraged to schedule an appointment with a Career 
Counselor or Career Ambassador via Handshake. 

  

Exciting things are happening with Kapwa! Click here for the latest newsletter.  
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-2-02-2026---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-February-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=j2DIiopEa7c
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/career-center/handshake-job-board.shtml#join
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y33yFAvn3gzUQRYHf_Hp-t1VIQsttyPt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jPRS54U8pJY5bToJHN7iKZHm4tX5fWA3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YqB_GYL_WIGV5KHcYOESuBsLpFKG5OAL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akWLfk4_1H4eF-pr6XElJLqCs2ch1zP5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IuRtO76DOTuHvkJvm35mCo9jvisqlICz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lf5OQhH_ONx7U1dYcYokSc0tNp_6qPF5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HRWhrkmaadJ_TuTqAQD1luYKTQ-TRctl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QrzO0pGf2roleoIBpbx2o4qGEjeVcsCl/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Measure HH Bond Program 
Thanks to the overwhelming support of San Diego voters, the San Diego Community College District (SDCCD) is 
embarking on a bold capital improvement initiative to modernize and transform all district campuses. Approved in 
November 2024, Measure HH will provide state-of-the-art educational facilities, address long-deferred 
maintenance needs, and ensure our colleges remain accessible, equitable, and innovative for decades to come. 
Click here to read more about Measure HH. 

  

   

https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/voters-support-bond.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/voters-support-bond.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/measurehh/index.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vkt2tmqZi4zmM0nByKQHKGQVqxlVJ1wV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10J4pdg9CVUgscO1QYK5lOMjtJliYdash/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FHkYxzhi_Oxf7lS9d76Q3CIq7vzrSWzH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZEdGbq4vUn-QdS6q_z8_9gZsw7sl72L/view?usp=sharing


 

 
Share the love this Valentine’s Day and help spread kindness 
across San Diego Mesa College by participating in our 
Valentine’s Day Candy Grams Fundraiser. Proceeds will directly 
support the Classified Senate’s scholarships, events/activities, 
recognition, professional development and other community-
focused initiatives. 
  

            Candy Grams are $2 each and include: A personalized 
Valentine’s Day card, a sweet treat, and a miniature capybara 
  

       Delivery: Thursday, February 12 

🗓 Order deadline: Wednesday, February 11 

     Order here: https://bit.ly/4adf2vt 
  
Important note: If your recipient is outside of Mesa College, an 
additional $0.50 fee per recipient will apply to cover delivery 
costs. 
  
Payment may be made by cash, check, or PayPal 
(sdmesa.classified.senate@gmail.com). Cash or check payments 
can be submitted to: Alison Mona (S-300); Ayana Woods (I4-
306); Eileen Hayward (A-104); Jenn Phelps (BT-203); Thieny Trinh 
(A-109) 
  
Thank you for supporting the Classified Senate and helping us 

spread a little joy this Valentine’s Day     
  
 

 

 

  

 

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for 
Facilities support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your 
request is routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

https://bit.ly/4adf2vt
mailto:sdmesa.classified.senate@gmail.com
https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ayHmUpizyRklBcn9nKlbT9DyJLY3GmsZ/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

 

  

   

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how 
to use our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the 
opportunity to work alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we 
will pilot these new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a 
conference room for collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


Welcome to Spring 2026! We are starting out the semester with two invitations to help our students and mission. 
  

 

 

Give the gift of time by volunteering to be a scholarship reviewer! 
Please click on the two infographics for more information.  
 

 

 

   

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16tsFRHwfV5tBTmB-azH59AE5y8irvXN0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vMKuLKVY4vLPBm3AAAORqLdI7AAwushH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

