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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Dear Mesa Community, 
 
I am thrilled to share wonderful news with you. 
 
San Diego Mesa College has received full approval to move forward with our Physical Therapy Assistant Baccalaureate 
Degree. On February 6, 2026, our provisionally approved program was formally approved, clearing the way for us to 
launch this new four-year degree. 
 



Our Physical Therapy Assistant four-year degree expands an affordable, place-based pathway closely aligned with 
regional workforce needs. It allows students to pursue high-demand careers without leaving their community or taking 
on unsustainable debt. In doing so, we advance social mobility, strengthen our local health workforce, and live into our 
equity-centered mission in a very tangible way. 
 
This achievement reflects the very best of Mesa College: faculty expertise, staff dedication, administrative leadership, and 
a shared commitment to creating opportunities that change lives. 
 
I also want to extend special thanks to Vice President Isabel O’Connor, Deans Cassandra Storey, Shelly Hess, and Hai 
Hoang, and Professors Gail Bachman and Amanda Johnston for their incredible vision, steadfast dedication, and deeply 
collaborative, behind-the-scenes leadership that delivers lasting impact. I am also grateful to Chancellor Gregory 
Smith for his leadership and advocacy, and to our state legislators, whose partnership and letter writing were 
instrumental in championing this program as we launch our second baccalaureate degree. 
 
And to the many faculty, staff, administrators, and partners who contributed time, insight, and heart to this effort: thank 
you. This milestone belongs to all of us. 
 
We look forward to stewarding this program with the same integrity, equity, excellence, and student-centered purpose 
that brought it to life, and to seeing the impact it will have for generations of Mesa students. 
 
With deep gratitude, joy, and hope, 
Ashanti Hands 
President 
  

 

 Black History Month at San Diego Mesa College  
 
Join us as we honor, celebrate, and reflect on Black history, culture, and legacy through art, storytelling, and community. 
Click here for more information -  
https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml


 

  

   

 

Leading Beyond Our Campus: Mesa’s Fingerprint on 
Statewide Research 
Shaping how California understands bachelor’s degree 
growth, satisfaction, and equity outcomes. 
 
The recent Wheelhouse Research Brief, Smoothing the Path 
to the Bachelor’s Degree: Exploring Growth, Student 
Satisfaction, and Racial Equity in California’s Community 
College Baccalaureate Programs, is grounded in years of 
statewide data collection led by our own Hai Hoang, Dean of 
Institutional Effectiveness. 
 
Hai’s leadership helped shape research that now informs how 
California understands growth, student experience, and racial 
equity in community college bachelor’s programs. This is the 
kind of steady, behind-the-scenes work that strengthens not 
only Mesa, but the entire system. 
 

https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_10_n_1_final.pdf
https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_10_n_1_final.pdf
https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_10_n_1_final.pdf
https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_10_n_1_final.pdf
https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/file-attachments/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_10_n_1_final.pdf


 

Please join me in celebrating Wheelhouse for an excellent 
Brief and Hai for this meaningful contribution. We see you, 
and we are proud. 
  

 

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries regarding 
immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a confirmed report of 
immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority to 
assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice 
Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination 
with SDCCD Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly 
and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and 
employees should an incident occur. 

  

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II updates 
apply to all public colleges and universities and requires 
equal access to programs, services, and activities including 
online courses, websites, videos, digital tools and and digital 
marketing materials such as flyers and emails used to 
promote events and services. 
 
Accessibility is a shared, institutional responsibility and 
applies regardless of whether a student with a disability is 
currently enrolled.   
With the April 2026 ADA Title II compliance deadline on the 
horizon, the California Community College Chancellor’s Office 
is visiting SDCCD to help us build our accessibility roadmap 
using the Accessibility Capability Maturity Model (ACMM). 

• Who needs to attend? This invitation goes to 
executive leadership, deans, directors, and functional 
managers across IT, Procurement, Web, Instruction, 

 

The Schedule 
 
Zoom ACMM Kickoff Training and Orientation (All 
Colleges and District Office) The virtual kickoff will 
provide context and baseline information for the 
training and assessment and sets the stage/logistics for 
the campus visits. 
 
Date: Thursday, February 12, 2026 
Time: 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
Location: ACCM Zoom Room 
Open to everyone that would like to attend. 
 
Districtwide Executive Level In-Person Training (All 
Colleges and District Office) This morning session is the 
foundation of the process. It will establish the standards, 
legal requirements, and strategic framework that we will 
use during the site-specific assessments later that 
afternoon and the following day. 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 
Time: 8:15 AM – 12:00 PM 
Location: San Diego Mesa College- Mesa Commons- 
Conference Room MC211 A/B 
Invitation only, attendance for in-person events will 
vary by session. Respective individuals will receive a 

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx
https://cccaccessibility.org/index.php/acmm/acmm-overview
https://events.zoom.us/ej/AkA-J0i-P5QhQsYkuwWaww-15DZA5NMaHJdWumKgSsWuATwsE9vh~A5V66hGcxQV7GSkZ-DnRr7V1hTIWaoo9F-A3Ho5HHp80gkxMA6-OFhnRQvCUA
https://map.concept3d.com/?id=799#%21m/145743?share


 

and Student Services. As key stakeholders, your input 
is vital to establishing our district’s baseline. 

o Aside from the virtual kickoff, attendance for 
in-person events will vary by session. You’ll 
receive a separate Outlook invitation for each 
session you’re required to attend. 

Proxy Requirement: If you are unable to attend, please 
designate a proxy to attend in your place. This designee 
should have decision-making authority or deep knowledge of 
your department’s current workflows. We need 
representation from every area to ensure our plan is 
achievable. 
 

 

separate Outlook invitation for each session you’re 
required to attend. 
 
Site-Specific Assessments: 
Mesa College: Feb 24 (1:00 PM – 2:30 PM) 
Invitation only, attendance for in-person events will 
vary by session. Respective individuals will receive a 
separate Outlook invitation for each session you’re 
required to attend. 
 
If you have any questions about the California 
Community College Chancellor’s Office visit to help us 
build our accessibility roadmap using the Accessibility 
Capability Maturity Model (ACMM), please contact 
Leticia Diaz at Ldiaz@sdccd.edu.  
Accessibility workshops are provided to promote 
inclusive design and support ongoing accessibility 
efforts, to learn more visit the Accessibility Resource 
Hub.  
  

 

Help shape our fundraising priorities and goals! 
 
Thank you to all of you who completed our #MesaDreams 
Survey. We will share a summary of the results shortly. In 
the meantime, we have another invitation for you to help 

 

 

 

2025-26 Faculty and Staff Handbook  
Check our 2025-26  
Faculty and Staff Handbook  
 

https://cccaccessibility.org/index.php/acmm/acmm-overview
https://cccaccessibility.org/index.php/acmm/acmm-overview
mailto:Ldiaz@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/Accessibility
https://sdccd0.sharepoint.com/sites/Accessibility
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/_assets/documents/Faculty_Staff_HB-2526.pdf


 

shape the fundraising priorities for our comprehensive 
fundraising campaign.  
  

 

  

   

 

The partnership between Mesa College’s Mesa 
Impactship Program (MIP) and the nonprofit Advancing 
Science, Technology and Art continues to create 
meaningful opportunities for our students. Through this 
collaboration, Mesa student Parsa Sedighi gained hands-on 
experience in autonomous vehicle development while 
building both technical expertise and essential professional 
skills. Last week, he received a verbal offer from General 
Atomics and is also a strong candidate for a 2026 Summer 
Internship with Qualcomm. We are proud of Parsa’s 
success and grateful for the transformative impact the 
Mesa Impactship Program has on our students’ futures. 
 
Read more about Parsa's amazing story here. 
 

 

 

   

Enrollment Update 
As we enter the second week of the Spring 2026 semester, we continue to remain ahead of our enrollment goals.  Our 
current headcount is 21,400 which is an additional 103 new students enrolling into a course/s.  Last year at the same 
point of the Spring 2025 semester, our headcount was 21,317, so we are continuing to see a slight increase in the 
number of students.  Our FTES is 6,058 with a productivity of 15.40.  As students may be adjusting schedules and we 
explore second 8-week course opportunities, FTES will continue to toggle slightly in the coming weeks up to Census.    

  

 

 

Global Game Jam 
 
Mesa College successfully hosted its fourth annual Global Game Jam from 
January 30–February 1 in the Business and Technology Building, bringing 
together more than 50 students, alumni, and local developers for an intensive 
48-hour game-development experience. This year’s global theme, “MASK,” 
inspired teams to explore new creative directions in storytelling, design, and 
rapid prototyping. 
  
The event continues to strengthen Mesa College’s role as a hub for 
innovation in San Diego’s growing game-development community. 
Students gained hands-on experience completing fully scoped, 
portfolio-ready game projects while learning essential lessons in managing 
project scope within a 48-hour development cycle. They also benefited 
from meaningful networking opportunities with professionals, hobbyists, 
and peers from other institutions. For the broader community, the Jam 
served as a unifying milestone event that brings together students, 
industry professionals, and enthusiasts, establishing Mesa College as a 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KPm3tEIte207gywVL_-4yookjL9tRl3c/view?usp=drive_link


   

 

gathering place that supports future activities such as lectures, demo days, 
and portfolio reviews. Mesa also benefits from increased visibility among 
hobbyists and professionals who gain awareness of the value of our 
academic and continuing education offerings. 
  
Mesa’s partnership with the International Game Developers Association – 
San Diego (IGDA-SD) remains central to the Jam’s success. As a 
volunteer-run organization committed to supporting aspiring and 
professional developers, IGDA-SD helps foster a safe, inclusive, and diverse 
creative environment. Their collaboration with Mesa amplifies the 
college’s mission by expanding professional networks, promoting 
educational pathways, and elevating Mesa as a community meeting 
ground for events such as lectures, demo days, and portfolio reviews. 
  
Across its years at Mesa, the Global Game Jam and the Fall San Diego 
Game Jam have become signature events that deepens community 
engagement, supports workforce-aligned learning, and showcases the 
creativity and ambition of Mesa students. Games produced during the 
event can be viewed through the “Games” tab: 
https://globalgamejam.org/jam-sites/2026/san-diego-global-game-jam-
mesa-college 
  

 

  

 

  

   

https://globalgamejam.org/jam-sites/2026/san-diego-global-game-jam-mesa-college
https://globalgamejam.org/jam-sites/2026/san-diego-global-game-jam-mesa-college
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s8bQVvsZAao7oaYZL0R9eW7pgU5Xs3R_/view?usp=sharing


Scholarship applications are now available! Please encourage your students to apply to the Mesa College 
Foundation Scholarships. Our Scholarships webpage has all the information you might need! 
  
The final deadline to apply is Thursday, February 17th, at 11:59pm! 
  
You may also direct students to the Apply for Mesa Scholarships video, and a brief video tutorial we created on how 
to get started with applying. 
  
Scholarship Application Workshops for Mesa College Scholarships are now available! Follow this link for more 
information about the workshops. 25 students who attend a workshop session and apply for at least 3 scholarships 
will be randomly chosen to receive a $50 gift card! 
If you would like a classroom presentation about our scholarships, then please contact Zulma Heraldez 
(zheraldez@sdccd.edu). 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQHdYAQNkjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
mailto:zheraldez@sdccd.edu
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-2-02-2026---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-February-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=j2DIiopEa7c
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jPRS54U8pJY5bToJHN7iKZHm4tX5fWA3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YqB_GYL_WIGV5KHcYOESuBsLpFKG5OAL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B5K0tp5ndhR8vSHlcD8FO9dk9GgoFoJm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KcUkfk4DgFLwpC61iyvp_YQJ-9aVlUbg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ui4miBKKVGIGj_xtoLouLrmSVujQ8OUs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IuRtO76DOTuHvkJvm35mCo9jvisqlICz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lf5OQhH_ONx7U1dYcYokSc0tNp_6qPF5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HRWhrkmaadJ_TuTqAQD1luYKTQ-TRctl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QrzO0pGf2roleoIBpbx2o4qGEjeVcsCl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16QTkR9Gilrn514KGlp6AZgMC-Np44Tgv/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

   

 

  

 

BOND PROJECTS UPDATE 02/06/2026 
 
Mesa College Athletics Complex 
Weekly coordination with campus stakeholders continues to refine core program standards and identify space efficiencies 
across all athletics programs, with this week’s discussions focused on the aquatics program and stadium needs, including 
seating configuration, access, and press box requirements. In addition, the student engagement workshop held on 
February 4 welcomed more than 150 student-athletes, generating strong participation and overwhelmingly positive 
feedback. 
 
Mesa College Performing Arts Center/Administration & Parking Structure 
Program requirements for the Mesa College Performing Arts Center, Administration building, and Parking Structure 
continue to be developed in collaboration with campus leadership and stakeholders, while cost details are being refined 
with the Design-Build Entity. This work includes evaluating expanded parking capacity in preparation for the upcoming 
Additional Funding Request. Preparation of the request form is underway, with submission to the District anticipated in 
mid-February 2026. 
 
Mesa College Design Center Improvements 
Met this week with the Design Center Dean and faculty to begin coordinating construction activities tentatively 
scheduled for late 2026 to early 2027. Exact start dates will be confirmed with campus input.  
 
Mesa College Baseball Home-Run Netting Installation 
Steel columns are currently in fabrication and are expected to be installed within the next few weeks. To minimize 
impacts to athletics operations, the fence will be reinstalled in its existing configuration during home games to protect 
the baseball warning track, and temporarily relocated on non-game days to accommodate ongoing construction 
activities. 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gvLK5h9ZPlYoGVYgBIEVEVCJaj0LN2PP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10J4pdg9CVUgscO1QYK5lOMjtJliYdash/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FHkYxzhi_Oxf7lS9d76Q3CIq7vzrSWzH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZEdGbq4vUn-QdS6q_z8_9gZsw7sl72L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GqgNdcaA1tODKkLzZrXc2liGSs3D2ky7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aFzpxwjF4fjXJbpHoDMvnXObyRtFsTJx/view?usp=sharing


   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for Facilities 
support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your request is 
routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing


 

  

   

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to 
use our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to 
work alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these 
new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for 
collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

Welcome to Spring 2026! We are starting out the semester with two invitations to help our students and mission. 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

 

Give the gift of time by volunteering to be a scholarship reviewer! 
Please click on the two infographics for more information.  
 

 

 

   

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16tsFRHwfV5tBTmB-azH59AE5y8irvXN0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vMKuLKVY4vLPBm3AAAORqLdI7AAwushH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


     

 
 
 
 
 


