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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming 
the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the incredible Mesa College Team that participated in last 
week's special Board of Trustees meeting. Their preparation, presence, and partnership made it possible for us 
to showcase the very best of Mesa, our people, our programs, and our unwavering commitment to students. 
  
Every detail reflected your care. From the thoughtful presentations and seamless logistics to the warmth with 
which we welcomed our guests, this team helped create an experience that truly embodied our theme of being 
rooted in purpose, grounded in equity, and growing together. 
  
I want to acknowledge the many hands that made the evening possible. My deep appreciation goes to our 
presenters, VPs, President's Office, district and college AV and technology teams, Facilities, the Culinary Arts 
program, and everyone who assisted with hospitality, gift bags, room preparation, photography and behind-the-
scenes coordination. Our collective work ensured that the Mesa story was told with clarity, heart, and excellence. 



 
This team showed what it means to serve with purpose and to create the conditions that matter for students to 
succeed. 

  

   

Save-the-Date: Holiday Luncheon 
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 
Time: 11:15 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Mesa Commons Room: MC 211 A/B 
Vegetarian entrée available and Vegan plates available upon request 
  

President's Cabinet Retreat 
On Tuesday, we brought together an expanded group of Mesa College leaders for our fall President’s Cabinet 
Retreat, a space to pause, connect, and lead with clarity during a moment that asks a lot of all of us. Our focus for 
the afternoon: 
 

    Grounding ourselves in purpose 

    Naming who we need to be as leaders right now 

    Celebrating the spirit of our work 

    Reflecting on the tensions and opportunities across the college 

    Engaging in collaborative planning that moves our comprehensive fundraising campaign and Mesa2030 
forward  
 
Mesa College is strengthened by the collective wisdom of our participatory governance partners, faculty, classified 
professionals, administrators, and student leaders who were present and fully engaged. I am grateful for this 
gathering and for the heart, the hope, and the hard work attendees brought into that space. 

  



   

 

 

Conference Deadline Extension 
President Hands invites you to apply to attend 
the African American Male Education Network & 
Development (A²MEND) 19th Annual Summit, 
held March 5-6, 2026, at the Long Beach 
Convention Center in Long Beach, CA. This year's 
theme, Sacred Work: (Re)membering, 
(Re)storing, (Re)birthing Black Men and 
Boys, will cultivate the importance of re-
establishing the black male success in the 
community college and their presence in the 
community as a whole.   
 
Apply by Sunday, November 30, 2025, at 11:59 
p.m. Access the online application form for the 
A2MEND Conference.  
  
Applications will be reviewed by the Conference 
and Travel Committee and forwarded to the 
President for final approval. 

  

 

 

Click here to view the November 2025 Edition of the 
DEIA News.  
 

 

 

 

Click here to view the November 13, 2025 Board 
Report.  
  

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/1Qw6jfg89i7l5acAoeeNbSb0
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/1Qw6jfg89i7l5acAoeeNbSb0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VEdn6vNmHNJU---coL6UXh2_dIBZLAta/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKpxBWEpPKWhI8i4KLM1Wwc0-WzgYnX8/view?usp=sharing


   

Please take a few minutes to look over the safety cards shared at Convocation that outline what to do if an ICE-
related incident occurs on campus. These materials provide clear guidance for employees on how to respond 
and report appropriately. 

  

All U.S. flags in the District will be flown at half-staff, in accordance with the U.S. Flag Code and the direction of 
Governor Gavin Newsom, until sunset, November 20, 2025, the day of former vice president Dick Cheney's 
interment. 

  



   

 

 

   

Click here to view the Annual Report 2025-2026.  
  

 

  

   

Intersession and Spring 2026 
Our students are enrolling! For Intersession, 274 additional students enrolled since last week, making our FTES 261 
and our total headcount 2,034.  We are making good progress towards our enrollment targets. This is also the case 
for Spring 2026, where since last week, we gained 954 FTES with 3,080 additional students enrolling. Our 
headcount for Spring is 9,383 and we are a little over halfway to meeting our FTES enrollment goals. While we have 
a holiday next week, the system is still open for registration, so we hope to see continual increases in headcount 
and FTES.   

  

https://sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/_assets/documents/annual-report/Web%20display-Annual%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qp_2oTGIv-bZtERc7kJivzggClwEpmtB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qp_2oTGIv-bZtERc7kJivzggClwEpmtB/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

The Mesa Library & Learning Resource Center 
(LRC) will be closed for Thanksgiving Break from 
Monday, November 24 through Friday, 
November 28. The LRC will resume regular Fall 
hours on Monday, December 1: 
 
Monday – Thursday: 8:00 am – 8:00 pm 
Friday: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Closed on Weekends & Holidays 
 
For questions, please contact at 619-388-
2696 or email MesaLibrary@sdccd.edu.  

 

 

 

   

 

  

Mesa College Student Affairs, in collaboration with the Basic Needs Resource Center, Associated Students & 
Student Health Services, is thrilled to announce a week of events from November 17th through November 20th in 
honor of Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week! This week is an annual program where people come together 
from across the country to draw attention to the problems of hunger and homelessness through education, 
service, fundraising, and advocacy.  

  

mailto:MesaLibrary@sdccd.edu


 

We still need faculty and staff volunteers from 
4:30pm to 6:00pm for the Thanksgiving Feast, so if 
you are available to volunteer and help serve at the 
event then please follow this link to sign up! Your 
support is greatly appreciated! 
 
 Join us for music, holiday opportunity drawings, and 
delicious food prepared by the Mesa 
Culinary students. The event is open to all members 
of the Mesa College community at no cost 
whatsoever. 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

  

 

Mesa College entered an MOU partnership with the Consulate of Mexico in San Diego to implement the 
“Ventanilla de Orientación Educativa- The Educational Window” at the Consulate office in order to provide 
information regarding education to the Mexican nationals or persons of Mexican origin living in the state of 
California, specifically in the county of San Diego. San Diego Mesa College began offering information and step by 
step support about the process of pursuing higher education on Friday, November 14, 2025. Mesa will have weekly 
ongoing representation at the Consulate of Mexico in San Diego. For more information, please contact Leticia Diaz 
at Ldiaz@sdccd.edu. 

  

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/bdP09J058k8
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/bdP09J058k8
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/bdP09J058k8
mailto:Ldiaz@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PB4ilSyoY4lMg_j2cv_7aZ5FY3mJsbNF/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look 
at all the great things that are happening on our campus. 
We encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/01621ae5-63cc-4a3a-806b-20775600867a
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tacjndwU2e3SQhSZSi70uwtQtz90jUCU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptAlJHQFJ2OVrYPtLYw1uTYx07RsiQ6P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TqJzNVIdY3trE_lLqhxIPgCgBJ1zimqT/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

Although the deadline for hardware and software requests has passed, the Print and Mail Services Department is 
still accepting requests. However, priority will be given to those submitted before the deadline. 
 
Print and Mail Services Department — Print Turnaround Times 
¶ Black & White (Instructional): Two working days 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UqEsm6-GN6K1wZhYPQ4bvcIORyx_6lhy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lf0TUTDGIPjSPKif-sHXRLrvK-FNIcnQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15bXtRo4O_rqieuVpk2NxO0b-2ghaV3oE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erqSLZNYZb1JT8tAyXcXZnzt_nM83L-K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing


¶ Full Color: Minimum four working days 
¶ Large Format: Minimum six working days 

Notes: 
¶ Pick up at MC-217. 
¶ For inter-office mail delivery, allow two additional working days. 
¶ During the two weeks before and after the first day of instruction, allow three additional working days. 
¶ Jobs with due dates beyond the delivery timeframe (including mail delivery) will be held at MC-217. 

 
For more information, please click here.  

  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

It’s that time of year—the Classified Senate Fall Fundraiser is officially here! This year’s theme, “Pals with a 
Purpose,” ties beautifully into our focus on being Rooted in Purpose, Grounded in Equity, and Flourishing 
Together. It’s the perfect way to spread a little joy across campus—one plush pal at a time. Think of it as a tiny act 
of kindness with a big heart: you can send a plush friend, a sweet treat, and a personalized note of 
encouragement to a colleague, student worker, friend, family member, or yourself. Whether you want to brighten 
someone’s day, show appreciation, or just make someone smile, these pals are ready for delivery! 

  

 

How many can you collect?  
Here’s what you can send (Sample pal examples are at 
the end): 
$4 – “Mini Pal” 
A small plushie friend + a Sweet Treat + 
a personalized message 
$5 – “Midi Pal” 
A medium-sized sea creature plush + a Sweet Treat + 
a personalized message 
$6 – “Full Pal” 
A dino-sized plush friend + a Sweet Treat + 
a personalized message 
 
The proceeds from this fundraiser help us uplift and 
invest in our Classified Professionals by supporting the 
Classified Senate Scholarship and Travel Fund. 

 

 

 How to Purchase Your Pal with a Purpose: 
Complete the order form by November 30. 
Pick one of the four message card designs (shown 
below) and write your note. 
Submit payment by December 5. 
 
Submit payment: 
Cash or check (payable to San Diego Mesa Classified 
Senate) to 
Eileen Hayward – A-101 
Thieny Trinh – A-109 
Jennifer Phelps – BT-203 
Ayana Woods – I4-306 
Alison Mona – S-300  
 
PayPal: sdmesa.classified.senate@gmail.com 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/print-mail-services/index.shtml
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMafaLtbKJHG5Jt9x15GSPEaZUMlMxUTFFTjdQSTVaNjE0SzNXVFZaMDNJWCQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:sdmesa.classified.senate@gmail.com


 

For payment questions, contact our Classified Senate 
Treasurer, Eileen Hayward, at ehayward@sdccd.edu. 

  

Every purchase directly supports the Classified Senate Scholarship, the Classified Travel Fund, and meaningful 
professional development and events for our Classified Professionals. Thank you for helping us uplift our Mesa 

Family—one plush pal at a time.      
  

   

 

 

   

The NCI Cohort recently hosted an inspiring Career Panel featuring current and former classified professionals 
from Mesa College! Panelists shared their unique journeys—highlighting the challenges, milestones, and rewarding 
moments that have shaped their careers. Their stories encouraged our participants to dream big, explore growth 
opportunities, and define their own paths within the district. 
 
In the second half of the session, representatives from SchoolsFirst led an informative and eye-opening 
presentation on retirement planning—reminding us that it’s never too early to invest in our future. They shared 
helpful insights on financial wellness, investment options, and long-term preparation. 
 
It was an uplifting and empowering session filled with learning, laughter, and inspiration. We can’t wait to bring it 
back again next year! 

  

   

mailto:ehayward@sdccd.edu


Click here to view the Bond Projects Update Report for Mesa.   
  

 

  

   

  
The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of the redesigned Awards 
Dashboard, a new interactive tool that provides detailed insights into the awards earned by students 
at Mesa College. 
  
This dashboard allows users to: 
Explore award trends across programs and student groups. 
Evaluate efficiency metrics, including time to completion and units earned. 
Analyze equity gaps to determine whether awards are being earned proportionally across student 
populations. 
 
These insights help track program effectiveness and inform strategies that guide students toward 
timely completion with fewer excess units. 
 
You can access the Awards Dashboard here.  
To schedule a demo, ask questions, or provide feedback, please 
contact acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu and ncortes@sdccd.edu. 

  

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QlgHTAEiSTu70UWRfE0sqECQpTc1dbil/view?usp=sharing
https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=fd671fc2-5b0f-4a63-82ec-7b0be6208e44&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

