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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming 
the Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

Special Board of Trustees Campus Meeting  
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025 
Location: MC 211 A/B  
Campus Meeting: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting: 5:00 p.m. 
 
The theme of our campus meeting is “Rooted in Purpose, Grounded in Equity, Growing Together.” The meeting 
will cover several key topics, including Accreditation, Adult Learners, Study Abroad, Impactship, and a Student 
Highlight. We invite you to join us to learn about Mesa College’s recent accomplishments, celebrate the 
outstanding achievements of our students, and gain insight into the initiatives currently in progress. 

  



   

 

 

 

   

On Monday, Mesa College was honored to welcome Congresswoman Sara Jacobs and her team to the Veterans 
Success Center for the second annual Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Pinning Ceremony. 
 
The South African greeting Sawubona—“we see you”—held special meaning as we recognized the courage, 
sacrifice, and enduring legacy of our veterans and their families. As a Military Friendly Campus, Mesa proudly 
supports more than 4,700 active-duty service members, veterans, spouses, and dependents—our commitment 
runs deep, from service to success. 
 
We see you. We honor you. We are forever grateful. 

  

   

 

 

   

UPDATE: Federal Shutdown Impact on CalFresh 
 
As of Friday November 7th California has begun issuing full November benefits for CalFresh/SNAP. Benefits 
normally issued from the 1st to 7th have now been loaded on to EBT cards. Remaining benefits will be issued 
as regularly scheduled through November 10. 
 
Please note that there is still some uncertainty on continued benefits as we wait court cases and for the 
government to reopen. Please continue to refer students to The Stand. 
  
What to Know 

• Only November benefits are delayed at this time — eligibility and enrollment continue. 
• Students should still apply for CalFresh. 



• The Stand’s Fresh Success Program remains unaffected for now. 
• Benefits will be issued retroactively once the government reopens. 
• CalWORKs and Medi-Cal are not currently impacted. 

How Mesa is Supporting Students 
• Food Pantry (K106): Mon–Thurs 8am–5:30pm, Fri 8am–1pm — extra take-home food available. 
• Markets: Nov. 3 (1–2pm) & Nov. 20 (11am–1pm) with expanded distributions. 
• Basic Needs Counseling: Apply online for emergency financial help. 
• HHS County Worker: Wednesdays, 10am–4pm at The Stand. 
• Events: 

o Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week: Nov. 17–21 
o Student Thanksgiving Meal: Nov. 20  
o CalFresh Application Event: Nov. 18, 1–4pm, BT 218/206 

• Community Food Resources: San Diego Food Bank, Feeding San Diego, 211 San Diego 
How You Can Help 

• Donate to The Stand: 
o In person (non-perishables within date) 
o Online or via Amazon Wishlist — select The Stand’s Gift Registry Address at checkout. 

  

   

Please take a few minutes to look over the safety cards shared at Convocation that outline what to do if an ICE-
related incident occurs on campus. These materials provide clear guidance for employees on how to respond 
and report appropriately. 

  

The deadline to complete the Campus Climate Survey is Friday, November 14.  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/the-stand-basic-needs/basic-needs-application.shtml
https://www.sandiegofoodbank.org/get-food/
https://feedingsandiego.org/find-food/
https://211sandiego.org/government-shutdown-food-resources
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343047&id=120
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/2BROQRB8G0IKH/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_9mYmAbXV4T0PB


We encourage everyone to participate, as your feedback is vital in helping SDCCD identify areas of strength and 
opportunities for improvement. The survey includes questions about day-to-day experiences, inclusiveness, 
equity, and interpersonal interactions. Your input will contribute to strengthening our shared values and fostering 
a more inclusive and supportive environment. The survey has been distributed by the Research and Planning 
Group (RP Group). 
 
Click here to read Chancellor Smith's message.  

  

Mesa College has released the first three classes of the new Instructional Design Certificate of Achievement for 
Spring 2026.  
 
EDUC 120: Intro to Human-Centered Instructional Design in the Age of AI  
EDUC 122: Needs Assessment 
EDUC 126: Measuring Impact 
 
This program is designed for students interested in building an instructional design portfolio to start a new career, 
for current instructional designers looking to upskill, and for educators who want to apply instructional design 
principles in the courses they teach. Courses are 4 weeks each, fully online, and ZTC (Zero Textbook Cost).  
 
Click here to view the promo video for the new Instructional Design Certificate of Achievement.  

  

   

Click here to view the October 30, 2025 Board Report.  
  

 

  

   

Intersession and Spring 2026 
We are 8 days into priory registration for Intersession and Spring 2026. We are off to a steady start, with 1,760 
individual students enrolled in Intersession and 6,323 individual students already enrolled in one or more courses 
for Spring. Intersession has a slight increase in FTES at 231 compared to 204 on the same day last year in the 
enrollment cycle. Spring FTES is currently 2,209 and at the same point in time in last year's cycle, Spring FTES was 
1,669. Open registration for Spring 2026 will start December 4. Our focus will be on monitoring how continuing 
enrollment grows over the next two weeks to ensure our current students, who are not set to graduate this Fall 
2025, are enrolling with us.   

  

https://rpgroup.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15GLgfdS00bLxXlx7892j-NOG3USI1Xpl/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/pzpnWu6AsVw?si=eSL3Ah0qQ2NE8Yh5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jtxWAVCd9OHOsMKKzJQfSeCWE3IXLU6v/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

Minority Serving Institution Grants (AANAPISI & 
HSI) Present at the Fall SDCCD Town Hall 
(November 5, 2025) 
 
Last week at SDCCD’s Town Hall: Culture of 
Belonging, Mesa proudly represented our Minority 
Serving Institution (MSI) Grants — including the 
Asian American and Native American Pacific 
Islander-Serving Institution (AANAPISI) and 
Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI) programs. 
AANAPISI Director Leland Simpliciano and HSI 
Director Toni Trejo Parsons shared best practices 
and highlighted how these grants are advancing 
student success and cultivating a stronger sense of 
belonging across our campus community. 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look 
at all the great things that are happening on our campus. 
We encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for 
more information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/9cd694b8-379f-4f8e-9966-887f74917941
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PB4ilSyoY4lMg_j2cv_7aZ5FY3mJsbNF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TqJzNVIdY3trE_lLqhxIPgCgBJ1zimqT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tacjndwU2e3SQhSZSi70uwtQtz90jUCU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptAlJHQFJ2OVrYPtLYw1uTYx07RsiQ6P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11tzh1omzISj4P_pqpNvPt2-zNmYfx_2A/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UqEsm6-GN6K1wZhYPQ4bvcIORyx_6lhy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lf0TUTDGIPjSPKif-sHXRLrvK-FNIcnQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f2zzGnIVVNmtdBxjKlY3iZDNFpOAlq-Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1an3hoLRu6U3ALCixsz9UsQ7fYCMiIXhg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erqSLZNYZb1JT8tAyXcXZnzt_nM83L-K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lOjHWJl7qtQ-bYpKsLKva8Uxu_rb1MMk/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Although the deadline for hardware and software requests has passed, the Print and Mail Services Department is 
still accepting requests. However, priority will be given to those submitted before the deadline. 
 
Print and Mail Services Department — Print Turnaround Times 

• Black & White (Instructional): Two working days 
• Full Color: Minimum four working days 
• Large Format: Minimum six working days 

Notes: 
• Pick up at MC-217. 
• For inter-office mail delivery, allow two additional working days. 
• During the two weeks before and after the first day of instruction, allow three additional working days. 
• Jobs with due dates beyond the delivery timeframe (including mail delivery) will be held at MC-217. 

 
For more information, please click here.  

  

 

  

   

  
The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of the redesigned Awards 
Dashboard, a new interactive tool that provides detailed insights into the awards earned by students 
at Mesa College. 
  
This dashboard allows users to: 
Explore award trends across programs and student groups. 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/print-mail-services/index.shtml
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zh_rlFI1O9CIu-YCw_F6YYu_5lEJ_V23/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing


Evaluate efficiency metrics, including time to completion and units earned. 
Analyze equity gaps to determine whether awards are being earned proportionally across student 
populations. 
 
These insights help track program effectiveness and inform strategies that guide students toward 
timely completion with fewer excess units. 
 
You can access the Awards Dashboard here.  
To schedule a demo, ask questions, or provide feedback, please 
contact acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu and ncortes@sdccd.edu. 

  

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=fd671fc2-5b0f-4a63-82ec-7b0be6208e44&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/


 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

