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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community.
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!
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Celebrating a Statewide Win: AB 323 Signed into Law
I’'m thrilled to share that the Governor has officially signed AB 323, a bill that began right here in our district and
was shaped by our Mesa Impactship leaders (Pavel Consuegra, Shawn Fawcett) and regional partners. This new
law allows colleges to directly fund paid, work-based learning experiences through Strong Workforce resources,
expanding opportunities for students across California.

This is a proud moment for all of us. It shows what’s possible when we lead with vision, collaboration, and
persistence. Congratulations to everyone who helped make this happen...you’ve changed what’s possible for our
students and for our state.

Grateful to Associate Dean Berry, Dean Perman, Vice Chancellor Beresford, Chancellor Smith, Vice President
O'Connor, Dean Romero and our partners at MiraCosta College for their leadership and collaboration, and to
Senator Fong for championing this important legislation at the state level.

SDCCD Federal Government Shutdown News

CBS 8 interviewed Chancellor Smith where he explained how the federal shutdown could affect San Diego
Community College District students in the short-term or potentially in the long-term, particularly regarding financial
aid and processing new applications.

Click here to view the CBS 8 article and video.
Click here to view Chancellor Smith's message to the SDCCD Community.



https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/san-diego-college-students-face-financial-aid-uncertainty-due-to-government-shut-down/509-19b3bd29-eaa2-4eba-baf3-513b47f3624a
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ORPgwYZeQ3CP4kFv6Jq3aRXFxfO35lQb/view?usp=sharing

The new SDCCDsafe app is now available!

The San Diego Community College District is pleased to
announce the launch of this new mobile device safety
tool for download in the Apple App or Google Play

stores by searching for “SDCCDsafe.” é\VlI/ S D CC D

Features of the free SDCCDsafe app include:

Virtual Friend Walk: Invite a trusted friend or family
member to remotely monitor as you travel from point A
to point B either on or off campus. If something goes A Emergency Options
wrong along the route, you or your safety monitor can
alert emergency services.

o/ Call College Police

Easy Emergency Communication: In an emergency, users
can connect directly to College Police and their current
location will be shared immediately.

Send Anonymous Tips: See something, say something.
The app allows users to anonymously and discreetly
report suspicious activity to College Police and include ﬁm Campus Maps
relevant photos or video.

Let Your Network Know You’re OK: In the event of an a Safety Toolbox
emergency, users can mark themselves safe and share
with their personal safety network. “i About / Preferences

Be proactive in adding the SDCCDsafe app to your smart
device — don't wait until an emergent situation. For
more information about the app and other District safety
services, visit sdccd.edu/safety.

Please note: For employees and students of City College,
the SDCCDsafe app will eventually replace the LiveSafe
app, which has been available at the college for the past
few years. Please make the switch as you are able in
order to avoid a disruption in this safety service.
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Fact Sheet

@ 2024-2025
www.sdmesa.edu

Mesa College at a glance: Learn more in our 2024-25 Fact Sheet.



https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/police/safety-services/index.aspx
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-the-president/documents/Fact%20Sheet_2024_2025_9_9_25final.pdf
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Fall 2025 Update

At this point in the semester, we expect to see small adjustments in individual enrollment as students continue to
work through their schedules with the second eight-week session starting soon. We have 18 more students taking
courses compared to the same time last week, with a headcount of 21,551. FTES is 6,188 compared to 5,841 on the
same day last fall 2024 semester. FTEF adjusted slightly with 383 to 377 from last year's fall semester. We continue to
monitor waitlists for our second week-week sessions as we take into consideration student demand, fall 2025
courses, and availability for spring 2026 courses.
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Professor Uriel Ornelas has recently been appointed a Knight (Chevalier) of the Order of Academic Palms (I’Ordre des
Palmes académiques). Adrien Frier, Consul General of France in Los Angeles, bestowed the honor at a Villa

Albertine ceremony on September 12th. The order was created by Napoléon Bonaparte in 1808 to honor university
professors and education leaders for their distinguished service to French language education.



Our Animal Health Technology Student Association
invites you and your furry friends to our Fall Dog Wash!
Come out, enjoy the fall weather, and help us support
our future veterinary professionals!

MPACT

INTERNING WITH A PURPOSE

The Mesa Impactship Program (MIP) is excited to host our upcoming MIP Internship Expo in a few weeks! We
would greatly appreciate your support in promoting the event to students.



https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/career-center/internships.shtml

Thursday, October 23, 2025
10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. (Employer set-up begins at 9:00 a.m.)
Mesa Quad, San Diego Mesa College

Students Register on Handshake Here (Click Link) - All students interested in completing internships &
workforce training are encouraged to attend this event!

Network with 20+ employers to explore & interview for internships

Connect with the MIP Program to get help with applying or recruiting for internships
Resources, swag, resume tips, & interview support

Live music by DJ Dante & FREE FOOD!

A few ways faculty/staff can help:

Announce & share the Expo flyer (PDF or PNG) in your classes or with students

Share the event details via email, as an announcement in Canvas, or post the flyer in your office
Offer extra credit for attending the Expo

Bring your class to the Expo

The Mesa Impactship Program (MIP) which supports underserved students with access to paid, credit-earning
internships through a one-time $1,000 payment, along with mentorship and skill-building support.

OFFICE OF QWMWMVM

Introducing the Just Report It Website

San Diego Mesa, City, Miramar, and the College of Continuing Education now have a quick and easy way to report
concerns, complaints, or incidents online. The Just Report It website helps keep our campuses safe and supportive
by connecting students, faculty, and staff with the right resources. Remember—if you see something, say
something.

Report it here: https://www.sdccd.edu/students/complaint-process/index.aspx



https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/6149163c-efb3-4527-8d3f-836c094cfbba/student_preview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VZP5atJpim0v4qUnRLwHy1rZ3ea0B2a7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FWAuGuOIOjV2FQ0fLI6JOySJFbhvE5Yx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/career-center/internships.shtml
https://www.sdccd.edu/students/complaint-process/index.aspx

SPOOk OR SPIRIT
A It’s time to bring out the spooky vibes or show off
gr Decoration Contest \Q your Mesa spirit!

The Spook or Spirit Office Decorating Contest is
here, and we want YOUR office or department to

OFFICE DECORATION CONTEST join the fun. Whether you gg all out W|th N
Halloween chills or dazzle with Mesa pride, this is

oct | your chance to get creative and show your team
21 l spirit! Important Dates:
—— 1 Enter by: Friday, October 17 — Email Ayana
Woods (awoods002 @sdccd.edu) to sigh up

your office/department.
a} PEP RALLY 1 Judging: Tuesday, October 21 between 9
-

AM—-11 AM.
8] HOMECOMING GAME
e

1 Winners Announced: Wednesday, October
22 at the Pep Rally in the Mesa Quad
(starting at noon).

Prizes: Visa Gift Cards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place winners!  Don’t miss the chance to be
crowned the spookiest OR most spirited office on
campus. Rally your coworkers, get decorating, and
let’s make this Homecoming season
unforgettable!And don’t forget—  Cheer on our
Olympians at the Homecoming Game on
Saturday, October 25th at Merrill Douglas
Stadium as Mesa takes on Mt. San Jacinto!

Go Mesa!
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Schedule a Presentation Today!

GRADUATION COMMENCEMENT

The Mesa Evaluations team is excited to offer a short, informative
presentation to your classrooms, club meetings, team huddles, and
student gatherings!

In just 10 minutes, we'll clarify the difference between graduation and
commencement, guide students through the graduation application
steps, and share helpful tips to avoid common mistakes.

To schedule a presentation please fill out the Mesa Evaluations Presentation Schedule

O 619-388-2680 @ www.sdmesa.edu/evaluations () mesaevaluations@sdccd.edu


mailto:awoods002@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-X1FX7GQyN4suMzlMTmEEwQQweyjDwLM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b9S5RvKJunHfEiM8ezMAHivvd4-LbWz5/view?usp=sharing
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Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter!

The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more
information about Mesa Journeys:
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys

Click on the flyer to enlarge
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https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-10-6-2025---See-what-is-happening-at-Mesa-in-October-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=ageah0slHUg
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FXxoN_knyW3pojrMoDvFz8Y9EPXhQBqT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vg0eL5TBqa4-FE9PIzogJ22_J9_tAiDT/view?usp=sharing
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20 IMPORTANT
25 DATES 1D

TRANSFER STUDENTS - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

UC APPLICATION
Opens 8/1

AUGUST

UC TAG
Opens 9/1
Submit by 9/ 30
UC TAG applicants must submi
a UC application!
[o{ {1 V.\-]- 30 TRANSFER EVENTS
Opens 10/1 Transfer As lication

Workshop: gin 10/1
UC APP

TRANSFER DAY Fair
Open for
submission 10/1

10/9 10AM-1PM
@ Mesa Quad

UC APP

Submission Period

cl

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

CSU APP

Submit by
Dec. Ist

NOV | DEC

loses
Nov. 30th

*Important Note

The UC and CSU application submission deadlines
Scan for more Transfer
Resources and Events
linktr.ee/mesatransfer

their individual application period depending on
enroliment needs. For specific deadlines or special
cases, contact the university or Mesa Transfer Cente|

= mesatransfer@sdced.edy R, (619) 388-2473 @ 14-306 (3rd Floor Student Services Bldg.)

are general deadlines. Some universities may extend

THE YEAR OF
- TRANSFER

Mesa Faculty & Staff - Help Us Promote
Transfer Student Success All Year Long!
Transfer Center Visit! /\

We would love to visit your

classroom/department to provide Transfer
Info Sessions and/or Application
Workshop opportunities for your students!

vcso Y

o

Schedule for a Fall

Scan Me!

October is National Transfer Month!

Wear any College/University gear every
Tuesday in October! (10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28)

We LOVE Transfer Students!

If you transferred from a community
college to a 4-year we want to

highlight your story on our web page!
Submit your journey here —_——

.o
Important Transfer News!

* Application Workshops

* Transfer Day is Oct. 9th @ 10am-1pm

* New ADT Transfer Guarantee with SDSU
e Cal-GETC is the new UC & CSU GE pattern

SAN DIEGO MESA COLLEGE | Transfer Center

TRANSFER
COUNSELING

Every Wednesday from 11AM to 12PM in the VSC (K-103)

No Appointment
Necessary - Just Stop
By!

\\\\\{I\(,’ o)

SANDIEGO
MESACOLLEGE

GET HELP WITH:
® Transfer Requirements

e Application Support

® Major Prep & ADT
Requirements

Questions?

E: mesatransfer@sdccd.edu
PH: 619-388-2473
www.sdmesa.edu/transfer

® Major Exploration

o

 TRANSFERDAY

Begin your Transfer Exploration and Learn About
ADT (Associate’s Degree for Transfer) Transfer Options.
Connect with College Reps from CSU's, UC's, Private, and

Out-of-State Colleges and Universities!

i THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9TH

© MESA BREEZEWAY
(0 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM

TRANSFER WITH CONFIDENCE —
YOUR DREAM UNIVERSITY IS WITHIN REACH!

linktr.ee/MesaTransferDay

Associate Degree
N for Transfer~

& iR R (619) 388-2473 (@) @stmesacolegetce Q' U-306 (3 Flor Studet Senvics Bidg.

W Veces de Impacte
Stories from Latine Mesa
Impactship Program (MIP)
Students

esa (ol I
LatinX Heritage Month
Resource Session

Bl Catelelee e se Olvida e o Impan
Wlateloles Ve s 2 Staries from Lating Mesa
Impactship Program (MIP)
Students



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mDWj5AGenSuTCOSXXMZ6So16KUG7Hf7g/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kz7OdshqNAYoX48SMqPjDmnGITeTj6AL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNvW4lwfwA3-Z8JsQLwq5CDJVAdI-YrN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1af9Kqo3rpCPY5TVAo4TNlOZrWf02HzCE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbfmuewkR9s9ynMLX1PLfMK68jtmNoaK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ig69NShbbdccY5OSriT_k5-Cjfy7YsVX/view?usp=sharing
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Mental Health Services Student Success and Equity ® °
Application Support QISR
UCApplicationi{ CSUARplicationi CommoniApRlicatiorn MESA COLLEGE .

OCTOBER- NOVEMBER: TECH HUB

) CONNECTING CAMPUS THROUGH TECH

mm; < 3_5PM 3 O | The Tech Hub is designed to provide convenient, walk-
. FrxdaysyJ]'O _12PM 1 up technology services for our students, faculty, and
Register for a Zoom Session: = classified professionals.
bit.ly/TransferAppZoom2025
OUR SERVICES

* Wi-Fi & Access: Help connecting to SDCCD Wi-Fi.
« Canvas & Tools: Setup and troubleshooting for Canvas,

IN-PERSON Zoom, Pronto, and more.
' Room BT-207 « Accounts & Login Help: Password resets, Multi-Factor
g
= e Tuesdays, 12 -2 PM Authentication (MFA), SSO issues.
Empowering Minds Healing Circle is a supportive space for - \J o Thursdays, 1-3 PM « Email: Microsoft Outlook.
Black students to connect, share, and heal in community. & Reister 1o anit Peratn Sassion « General IT Support: SDCCD devices, software, and digital
L8 20 bit.ly/TransferOpenLab25 resources

Thursdays | October 9 & November 13 | 2025

*Please Note: When registering for an In-Person Session you must select the date you plan to attend STOP BY THE rlgﬁ%%ﬁ\; THE STUDENT O R
12:00pm -1:00pm Sl el ™ g SERVICES LOBBY, FIRST FLOOR (1400) Ul s
> 5 There will be no labs the following dates: 10/9, I1/11, 11/27, 11/28 e  619-388-7000
-40 -THI . 8 -4
: 8:1 @ https://help.sdccd.ed
For more information, contact 619.388.2774. EAL SO0 AU 220 PV £ i
CSU USEFUL LINKS: UC USEFUL LINKS:
APPLICATION: APPLICATION: y
www.calstate.edu/apply apply.universityofcalifornia.edu
CSU APPLICATION GUIDE: UC APPLICATION GUIDE:
httpsy//tinyurl.com/csuguide25 https/tinyurl.com/ucguide25

% mesatransfer@sdcededu . (619) 388-2473 @ 14-306 (3rd Floor Student Services Bldg)
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Please submit your Intersession/Spring 2026 classroom/laboratory computer (on-site and distance education)
and other technology related equipment requests before Monday, October 20, 2025. Requests received after
the posted deadline date may not be fulfilled in time for the beginning of the college term.

Software and hardware requests can be made by submitting an online Technology Request form (Here).
These forms and other Technology related services information are located on our Homepage (Here).

Classroom technology support is managed by Mesa’s College Technology Services while employee
(Admin/Faculty/Staff) office technology support is managed by SDCCD’s Information Technology Services.

Contact information for these two areas of support is as follows:

Classroom Technology Support
Phone 619-388-2880 Monday-Thursday 7:30am-7pm & Friday 7:30am-4pm
Email MesaCTS@sdccd.edu
Visit us at MC-215 Monday-Thursday 7:30am-7pm & Friday 7:30am-4pm

Employee Office Technology Support
Phone 619-388-7000 Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Email IThelp@sdccd.edu

A detailed description of services such as audio visual, phone systems and related areas can be found on our
website (Here).


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMaXXT7hNKUxpNtlImcjfeKkJUOUpTSVZBTFZCT1VYNEUyQzdUWDNLMFJHSy4u
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/college-technology-services/index.shtml
mailto:MesaCTS@sdccd.edu
mailto:IThelp@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/college-technology-services/index.shtml
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zh_rlFI1O9CIu-YCw_F6YYu_5lEJ_V23/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing
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The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of the redesigned Awards
Dashboard, a new interactive tool that provides detailed insights into the awards earned by students at
Mesa College.

This dashboard allows users to:

Explore award trends across programs and student groups.

Evaluate efficiency metrics, including time to completion and units earned.

Analyze equity gaps to determine whether awards are being earned proportionally across student
populations.

These insights help track program effectiveness and inform strategies that guide students toward timely
completion with fewer excess units.

You can access the Awards Dashboard here.
To schedule a demo, ask questions, or provide feedback, please
contact acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu and ncortes@sdccd.edu.

SAN DIEGO
MESA COLLEGE

D s BREAKING BARRIERS.

EMPOWERING MINDS.
FOUNDATION TRANSFORMING FUTURES.

D
ST

CORNER

A space to learn about our latest efforts to connect
partners who share our passion for education with
opportunities to give. See how fundraising can help

you, our students, and Mesa's mission.

Learn More

S -z
TN ‘v 7N

LY GET UP TO 23,000 FOR TNNOWVATIVE IDEAS!

12 2026 INNOVATION GRANTS

AVAILABLE!

APPLICATIONS DUE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2025 AT 11:59 FM



https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=fd671fc2-5b0f-4a63-82ec-7b0be6208e44&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/

What is an Innovation Grant?

Through a competitive process, the Foundation will award up to $3,000 in grant funding to support projects,
activities, and equipment that positively impact student success and drive innovation.

- Access the official Request for Proposals here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26 RFP

How can | apply for an Innovation Grant?
Submit a completed application form—found here—no
later than 11:59 pm on Friday, November 7, 2025.

There are three steps to applying: 1) draft your content;
2) request letters of support from your Dean and VP; 3)
submit your application for approval. For details...

- Access a step-by-step guide and FAQs
here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep

Pro Tip: Be sure to get an early start to allow time for
gathering necessary approvals: the Dean and Vice
President of your department must approve your
application by the deadline. (Don’t worry, this is
explained in the application!)

Does my idea qualify?

How do I fill out my application?

Use our step-by-step guide to applying for an Innovation
Grant—found here. Reach out

to MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu if you have any
additional questions!

Step 1: Download and fill out the application practice
template—found here. Consult with your Dean and Vice
President during this process.

Step 2: Request letters of support from your Dean and
VP. You may use the letter templates available here:
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26 Dean Letter
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26 VP Letter

Step 3: Fill out and submit the online application here.
We ask that you do this in one sitting because you cannot
save your work.

Step 4: Your application is completely submitted!
Decisions will be announced in late December or early
January.

The Mesa College Foundation focuses on projects that 1) positively impact student success, 2) align with
Mesa’s strategic goals, and 3) deliver innovation. Stipends/salary for staff are not eligible expenses.

I'm ready to apply!

Awesome! Because the online application does not allow you to save and edit your work, we've provided a

"drafting playground" (Application Questions template) below.

Access an application drafting playground here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions

Access the official application here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26

For questions, or to schedule Office Hours with a Program Officer, contact MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu or

book Office Hours here.

We look forward to receiving your proposals and facilitating the process of granting out funds! We will be helping
out by sending reminders as we move through each step of the process. Be on the lookout for emails coming

from me or Dr. Mike Lettieri.
Thank you for all your hard work for Mesa students!

Highlight Your Students and Activities!

This Friday, we will be hosting our second ever Spirit of Mesa on Friday, October 10, 2025. This annual fundraiser will
showcase the activities and students across Mesa College. Have information you’d like donors to know about? We

need your input! Please give us ideas: bit.ly/SOM25Input



https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_RFP
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
mailto:MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Dean_Letter
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_VP_Letter
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26
mailto:MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/06807441e2b14ddeb42063644427b5aa@sdccd.edu/meetingtype/x4vht_OfQESinquA5m-oyg2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
https://bit.ly/SOM25Input

Want to learn more about grant seeking?

View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, CFRE
and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.

View Recording

Pisfizigitong Jrnensrce

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:

Associated Students Classified Senate
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For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below:

Mesa College Newsroom

Mesa College Events Calendar

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D.

President | San Diego Mesa College
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed!
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721
Mesa College | Student Support Services

& @



https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

