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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

ACCJC Follow-Up Site Visit Successfully Concluded 
 
We are pleased to share that the ACCJC Follow-Up Site Visit successfully concluded on October 27. 
 
During the visit, our Mesa team had the opportunity to present to the ACCJC Peer Review Team how we have addressed 
the two ACCJC requirements regarding outcomes assessment, remained in compliance, and built systems, tools, and 
processes that embed this work into our institutional culture. 
 
A team of 11 Mesa representatives participated in the presentation to ensure the ACCJC team heard directly from the 
people who have been closest to this work over the past 1.5 years. Together, they shared how our collective efforts have 
strengthened alignment, consistency, and accountability across the college. 
 



We are proud of what we accomplished and how we worked together to tell Mesa’s story of collective action and 
impact. We look forward with optimism to the Commission’s final decision, expected in January 2026. 
 
We extend heartfelt thanks to our presenters, Mary Gwin and Mandy Johnston, and to the entire Mesa team who came 
well-prepared to represent our campus so thoughtfully and passionately. 
 
#WeAreMesa 
  

   

 

 

The Presidents Circle: Leading Change for Student 
Parents 
 
President Hands was announced as a member of the 
Generation Hope's California Presidents Circle, the first 
in a new national initiative designed to equip higher 
education executives with tools, data, and peer support 
to truly champion parenting students and their 
families.  
 
As a part of our FamilyU programming, the Presidents 
Circle connects college presidents and chancellors 
from across California—who are reimagining how 
higher education can better serve student parents. 
Through this 12-month experience, they will receive 
peer learning, individualized coaching, and space to 
innovate. In California, where nearly 300,000 
undergraduates are parents, the impact is vast and 
generational.  
 
Read the full announcement here and watch this space 
for future Presidents Circle opportunities.  
 
  

DEIA News Mesa October 2025 Edition  
The DEIA October Edition Newsletter highlights a series of important cultural and historical celebrations, 
recognizing and honoring the rich diversity within our community. This month, we celebrate: 
 
Filipino American History Month 
German American Heritage Month 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
Italian American Heritage Month 
LGBTQIA+ History Month 
National Disability Employment Awareness Month 
 
Each observance offers an opportunity to learn, reflect, and celebrate the many cultures, identities, and 
contributions that strengthen our Mesa community. To read the October Edition, click here.  

https://generationhope.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49458ca4a5a1612240a1e701f&id=8184204bbe&e=a7a76af6e8__;!!PwqFijg!o24Xx3peAc04HORFSAl9F8c4yan0YuhwPrxiYZw653qh5tjt80EVOJhIy-nkeejBmIG6TqFZ113VVgo3Ng$
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13lYHB9WbB2lBxhKcwLYzUXSFT1rAmVgR/view?usp=sharing


 

  

Employee Housing Survey 
The District is moving forward with plans to open its first affordable student housing at City College in fall 2028 
and is exploring similar options at Mesa, Miramar, and the College of Continuing Education. In addition, the 
District is researching partnerships with local developers to expand affordable housing opportunities for 
employees. These partnerships would not involve District-owned or -operated housing and would not be tied to 
employment. To ensure these efforts reflect the diverse housing needs of our employees, please take 5–10 
minutes to complete a confidential survey conducted by Beacon Rose Partners. Your input will help guide future 
housing options. 
 
Click here to complete the survey no later than Thursday, October 30, 2025.  

  

 

  

   

Fall 2025 Update 
As we move into the second half of the semester, our second eight-week session enrollment has stabilized to account 
for instructor and student drops.  These drops occurred for multiple reasons, to include addressing any fraudulent 
actors in the system. This explains the slight dip in headcount which is now at 21,374 versus 21,574 from the same 
time last week.  We are still over our enrollment targets for this semester by 2.8% with an FTES of 6,135.  We 
anticipate very minimal changes at this point to our fall 2025 enrollment numbers.  We will begin to examine 2026 
Intersession and Spring enrollment activity as priority groups start next week.  

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_JMD78X9&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=66lXtDsSn8INkE63a4T3T8Xi43SV3xRaA7RX9CQlT4I&m=6rrQFGeVruaxMncokS4esH6ziXiDon5F58IbsThsOqUfFda_Se8fZi5rAwpyBulb&s=QtPQXLewF0OJlzE5-qvTlUiy58JeOfS3No04WdhMq7Y&e=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1idx0z_EB3ILspRvIguPBPT8O6vhLVWoG/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

Professor Connie Renda has been honored with 
the 2025 Triumph Award from the American 
Health Information Management Association 
(AHIMA).  
This prestigious award recognizes individuals who 
have made a significant and lasting impact on the 
health information management profession. Her 
dedication, leadership, and excellence continue to 
inspire both colleagues and students across the 
Mesa community. 
 
For more information on AHIMA and the Triumph 
Award, click here.  

  

 

Join us for the Districtwide Work-Based Learning Summit on Friday, October 31, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
Miramar College (L105). This summit offers an opportunity to celebrate, advocate for, and strengthen work-based 
learning (WBL) across the district. Following a keynote address by Chancellor Smith, attendees will hear directly 
from students and employers on the impact of WBL, with faculty presentations highlighting promising classroom 
practices throughout the day. The event will spotlight how educators are elevating student learning and success 
through WBL. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. 
 
Flex IDs: 30442 (City, Mesa, Miramar) | 38109 (CE). 
REGISTER HERE 

  

   

 

 

  

 

https://ahima.org/who-we-are/triumph-awards/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMaeuOsqMUPdFMnd6--1I6B7hUOU5DNzhZU0pHUTZaOUQxVEM1R1RPOUlBVSQlQCN0PWcu


Please welcome our two newest employees here at Mesa College: 
Grace Lomax – RADT Clinical Coordinator (Left Photo) 
Ying Shi – Instructional Lab Technician in Microbiology (Right Photo) 
 
Congratulations and welcome to the Mesa Community! We’re thrilled to have you join our team and contribute 
your expertise, energy, and passion to supporting our students and advancing Mesa’s mission of equity and 
excellence. 

  

   

 

 

It is with heartfelt sorrow that we share the 
passing of Professor Shirley A. Orsinelli, a beloved 
member and pioneer of the Computer Business 
Technology Department at Mesa College. Since 
joining the District in 1982, Shirley dedicated her 
career to empowering students with the skills and 
confidence needed to succeed in an evolving 
technological world. She was the visionary behind 
the Open Entry/Open Exit Program and the early 
Online GradeLog System, both transformative 
innovations that enhanced student learning and 
departmental efficiency. Known for her warmth, 
mentorship, and unwavering support, Shirley 
fostered a true sense of community among her 
colleagues and students. Her legacy of innovation, 
compassion, and excellence will continue to inspire 
the Mesa community for years to come. 

  

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

    

Federal Shutdown Impact on CalFresh 
The federal shutdown that began October 1 has delayed CalFresh benefits, leaving over 400,000 San Diegans 
temporarily without food assistance. This pause represents $73 million in delayed aid and $130.6 million in lost 
local economic activity. 
 
What to Know 

• Only November benefits are delayed at this time — eligibility and enrollment continue. 
• Students should still apply for CalFresh. 
• The Stand’s Fresh Success Program remains unaffected for now. 
• Benefits will be issued retroactively once the government reopens. 



• CalWORKs and Medi-Cal are not currently impacted. 
How Mesa is Supporting Students 

• Food Pantry (K106): Mon–Thurs 8am–5:30pm, Fri 8am–1pm — extra take-home food available. 
• Markets: Nov. 3 (1–2pm) & Nov. 20 (11am–1pm) with expanded distributions. 
• Basic Needs Counseling: Apply online for emergency financial help. 
• HHS County Worker: Wednesdays, 10am–4pm at The Stand. 
• Events: 

o Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week: Nov. 17–21 
o Student Thanksgiving Meal: Nov. 20 
o CalFresh Application Event: Nov. 18, 1–4pm, BT 218/206 

• Community Food Resources: San Diego Food Bank, Feeding San Diego, 211 San Diego 
How You Can Help 

• Donate to The Stand: 
o In person (non-perishables within date) 
o Online or via Amazon Wishlist — select The Stand’s Gift Registry Address at checkout. 

  

   

 

 

   

Restorative Practices Training Conference 
A group of Mesa College team members from a variety of disciplines recently attended the Foundational 
Restorative Justice (RJ) Training Conference hosted by the University of San Diego’s Center for Restorative Justice. 
This immersive, hands-on experience deepened our understanding of restorative principles and provided valuable 
tools to strengthen campus and community connections. Through community-building circles, restorative 
conferences, and reintegration practices, participants explored effective ways to prevent and address harm, foster 
inclusion, and build institutional capacity for a restorative culture.  We are so excited to continue strengthening  our 
community through Restorative Practices and cannot wait to share! 
 
A special thank you to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) team for funding this valuable professional 
development opportunity! 

  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/the-stand-basic-needs/basic-needs-application.shtml
https://www.sandiegofoodbank.org/get-food/
https://feedingsandiego.org/find-food/
https://211sandiego.org/government-shutdown-food-resources
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E343047&id=120
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/2BROQRB8G0IKH/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_9mYmAbXV4T0PB


   

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

EOPS/CARE, CalWORKs, NextUp, and Borderless Scholars partnered this Fall 2025 semester and provided 33 
students with an opportunity to attend an San Diego State University campus tour this past Friday, October 24, 
2025. Students learned about various SDSU student support services, resource centers, student organizations, study 
abroad opportunities, and more while connecting with their peers.  

  

   

 

 

Congratulations to our Mesa Speech and 
Debate Team! The team earned 2nd place in 
the Community College Sweepstakes Award, 
along with several individual honors, including 
the Junior NPDA, Novice NPDA, Senior/Open 
Speaker, and Novice Speaker awards. We are so 
proud of their hard work and outstanding 
achievements! 

 

 

The San Diego Community College District Honors Program is excited to announce the Spring 2026 Honors course 
offerings at Mesa, City, and Miramar Colleges! 
 
 Honors courses provide an opportunity for students to engage in enriched, discussion-based learning, work 
closely with faculty, and enhance their transfer applications through distinguished academic achievement. To 
view the full list, a comprehensive list of Spring 2026 Honors courses is included in the attached document. If 
you’re a student interested in joining an Honors class, register early—sections fill quickly!  
 
You can also locate Honors courses directly in the online class schedule.  
For a step-by-step guide, select Finding Honors Classes in the Online Class Schedule. 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/students/class-search/search.html
https://mysdccd.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/MYS/pages/355532803/Finding+Honors+Class+Sections+In+the+Online+Class+Schedule


 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/b1698156-0361-48df-b9ce-b803817dd56f
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ywj4HEWTWs4weeIixd8TsKs9x-LwJt8d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lf0TUTDGIPjSPKif-sHXRLrvK-FNIcnQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqRFR13Ol7mUh2PXP7xi5nXZcGzVvAHs/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mDWj5AGenSuTCOSXXMZ6So16KUG7Hf7g/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erqSLZNYZb1JT8tAyXcXZnzt_nM83L-K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1an3hoLRu6U3ALCixsz9UsQ7fYCMiIXhg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1af9Kqo3rpCPY5TVAo4TNlOZrWf02HzCE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NbfmuewkR9s9ynMLX1PLfMK68jtmNoaK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kz7OdshqNAYoX48SMqPjDmnGITeTj6AL/view?usp=sharing


   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

  
The Office of Institutional Effectiveness is excited to announce the launch of the redesigned Awards 
Dashboard, a new interactive tool that provides detailed insights into the awards earned by students at 
Mesa College. 
  
This dashboard allows users to: 
Explore award trends across programs and student groups. 
Evaluate efficiency metrics, including time to completion and units earned. 
Analyze equity gaps to determine whether awards are being earned proportionally across student 
populations. 
 
These insights help track program effectiveness and inform strategies that guide students toward timely 
completion with fewer excess units. 
 
You can access the Awards Dashboard here.  
To schedule a demo, ask questions, or provide feedback, please 
contact acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu and ncortes@sdccd.edu. 

  

 

  

   

https://app.powerbi.com/reportEmbed?reportId=fd671fc2-5b0f-4a63-82ec-7b0be6208e44&autoAuth=true&ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
mailto:ncortes@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zh_rlFI1O9CIu-YCw_F6YYu_5lEJ_V23/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-9NYmWWAe5q1zllQhkXcRnscNbyoeZuQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eLQ458WmK-N5Grx2zhgDBaKCvIAqSXt4/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

The Classified Senate is proud to host a Food Drive 
for the San Diego Children’s Center starting this 
week, October 13th through November 7th! 
 
We invite you to join us in supporting local families 
in need by donating food and household essentials. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out 
to Thien-Y Trinh, Classified Senate Member-at-
Large, at ttrinh001@sdccd.edu. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Scholarship Cycle 

mailto:ttrinh001@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


For those of you who generously offer scholarships to our students, we have kicked off the cycle of renewal. Please 
take a moment to let us know if you will be offering your scholarship this year. All renewals, including funding, are 
due by November 10th.   

  

   

What is an Innovation Grant? 
Through a competitive process, the Foundation will award up to $3,000 in grant funding to support projects, 
activities, and equipment that positively impact student success and drive innovation. 
  
→ Access the official Request for Proposals here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_RFP  

  

 

How can I apply for an Innovation Grant? 
Submit a completed application form–found here–no 
later than 11:59 pm on Friday, November 7, 2025. 
  
There are three steps to applying: 1) draft your content; 
2) request letters of support from your Dean and VP; 3) 
submit your application for approval. For details… 
  
→ Access a step-by-step guide and FAQs 
here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep  
  
Pro Tip: Be sure to get an early start to allow time for 
gathering necessary approvals: the Dean and Vice 
President of your department must approve your 
application by the deadline. (Don’t worry, this is 
explained in the application!) 

 

 

 

How do I fill out my application? 
Use our step-by-step guide to applying for an 
Innovation Grant—found here. Reach out 
to MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu if you have any 
additional questions! 
  
Step 1: Download and fill out the application practice 
template–found here. Consult with your Dean and 
Vice President during this process. 
  
Step 2: Request letters of support from your Dean and 
VP. You may use the letter templates available here:  
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Dean_Letter  
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_VP_Letter  
  
Step 3: Fill out and submit the online application here. 
We ask that you do this in one sitting because you 
cannot save your work.  
  
Step 4: Your application is completely submitted! 
Decisions will be announced in late December or early 
January. 

  

Does my idea qualify? 
The Mesa College Foundation focuses on projects that 1) positively impact student success, 2) align with 
Mesa’s strategic goals, and 3) deliver innovation. Stipends/salary for staff are not eligible expenses. 
  
I'm ready to apply! 
Awesome! Because the online application does not allow you to save and edit your work, we've provided a 
"drafting playground" (Application Questions template) below. 

https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_RFP
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26-StepbyStep
mailto:MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Dean_Letter
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_VP_Letter
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26


 
Access an application drafting playground here: https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions  
Access the official application here:  https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26  

  

For questions, or to schedule Office Hours with a Program Officer, contact MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu or 
book Office Hours here. 
We look forward to receiving your proposals and facilitating the process of granting out funds! We will be helping 
out by sending reminders as we move through each step of the process. Be on the lookout for emails coming 
from me or Dr. Mike Lettieri. 
Thank you for all your hard work for Mesa students!  

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 

https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26_Application_Questions
https://bit.ly/InnovationGrants26
mailto:MesaGrantAdmin@sdccd.edu
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/06807441e2b14ddeb42063644427b5aa@sdccd.edu/meetingtype/x4vht_OfQESinquA5m-oyg2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

