
 
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2026 3:19 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

 

Welcome to Spring 2026! I am excited to welcome our students, classified professionals, faculty, and administrators, 
both those returning and those joining Mesa College for the first time. Each new term brings renewed energy, 
possibility, and purpose. 
 
There is much to celebrate. From our continued enrollment momentum to our designation as a Black Serving Institution 
and our advancing conversations around the World Arts Gallery as an anchor for downtown revitalization, Mesa College 
is living into its mission in powerful ways, reflecting the power of education, culture, and creativity to strengthen 
communities and create shared civic spaces rooted in learning and belonging. At the same time, we are entering this 
semester amid a world that feels complex, unsettled, and at times overwhelming. The broader social, political, and 
economic landscape can feel heavy, especially for those of us who serve students every day. 
 
Many of us are carrying deep emotions. Anger, sorrow, grief, and the feeling that no matter how much we do, it may not 
feel like enough. We are navigating a moment marked by misinformation, fury, violence, and profound fear, particularly 
within immigrant communities. This pain and fear are not abstract. In 2026 alone, at least eight people have either been 
killed by federal agents or have died while in the custody of Immigration and Customs Enforcement. I want to 
acknowledge clearly that I, along with the Chancellor and District, am aware of the concerns being raised across our 
community regarding ICE and the fear this creates, including questions about safety and enforcement on and around 
our campus. 
 
It is precisely in moments like these that clarity matters most. Clarity does not minimize pain, but it gives us direction. 
Clarity reminds us who we are, what we stand for, and how we respond with integrity rather than reaction. As a college, 
we have a plan in place to support our community. I encourage everyone to review the information shared below and to 
make use of the wealth of guidance, resources, and support available through our Dreamer Center. 
 
What we carry as community college practitioners is not simply a burden. It is a profound responsibility and an 
opportunity. We are entrusted with supporting students who are navigating uncertainty, ambition, struggle, and hope all 



at once. That responsibility calls us to lead with care, courage, and conviction, for our students, for one another, and for 
our community. 
 
Maya Angelou once reminded us that when we are grounded in what is right, we do not have to overthink our actions. 
We act with integrity because our values guide us. At Mesa College, it is essential that we continue to name and 
recommit to what we stand for, especially in moments of disruption or possibility. When the path feels unclear, our 
values become our compass. 
 
In times like these, it is tempting to seek certainty, yet certainty can create a false sense of security. What our students 
and our institution need most is clarity. Clarity about who we are. Clarity about what we value. Clarity about how we 
show up for one another. My commitment is to lead with that clarity and with an unwavering dedication to equity, 
excellence, belonging, and student success, not only on campus but in the spaces where decisions are made about our 
collective future. 
 
Earlier this week, I had the opportunity to attend the CCLC 2026 Legislative Conference in Sacramento. This trip was 
centered on advocacy, and I continue to be in awe of the SDICCCA region’s collective efforts. Trustees, CEOs, and student 
leaders came together to engage in meaningful conversations with elected officials around issues that directly impact 
Mesa students and communities across California, including community college baccalaureate degrees, enrollment 
growth, COLA across all categorical programs, the Student Centered Funding Formula, deferred maintenance, and the 
restoration of the sixty million dollars in Strong Workforce funding. 
 
I am especially proud of San Diego Mesa College Associated Student President Jeremiah and the Pride Centers' Sage 
Shevkolenko for representing our college with passion, courage, and purpose. Their leadership was a powerful reminder 
that advocacy is strongest when it is inclusive, student-centered, and grounded in shared values. 
 
As we begin this semester together, I invite us all to recommit to the work before us. Let us meet this moment with 
intention, compassion, and shared resolve. Let us continue to show up for our students and our community, rooted in 
purpose, grounded in equity, and growing together. 
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries 
regarding immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a 
confirmed report of immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority 
to assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice 
Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination 
with SDCCD Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly 
and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and 
employees should an incident occur. 

  



 



   

Join us for Convocation Spring 2026 this Thursday with Keynote Speaker Dr. Gina Ann Garcia! 
Click here to register for the breakout sessions. 
Click here for the convocation schedule and description of breakout sessions. 
  

   

 

 

Dr. Gina Ann Garcia is a professor in the School of 
Education at UC Berkeley. Her research centers on 
issues of equity and justice in higher education with 
an emphasis on understanding how Hispanic Serving 
Institutions (HSIs) embrace an organizational identity 
for serving minoritized populations. She explores 
how HSIs transform their organizational structures to 
create a culture that values the lived realities of 
people of color and investigates the processes and 
practices that enhance the outcomes and 
experiences of students attending these institutions. 
  
Dr. Garcia is a public scholar who translates 
theoretical ideas into tangible actions in practice. 
She is the author of Becoming Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions: Opportunities for Colleges & Universities 
and Transforming Hispanic Serving Institutions for 
Equity and Justice. She is also the editor of the book 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions in Practice: Defining 
“Servingness” at HSIs and co-authored the workbook 
Transforming HSIs for Equity and Justice: A 
Practitioner’s Workbook. 
  
She has delivered over 200 public lectures and 
workshops across the country and consults directly 
with HSIs to work towards organizational 
transformation. She is also the host of the popular 
podcast ¿Qué pasa, HSIs?  
  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMaTf4al0GEw5NgKpbhENLP89UQ09INlkxQ0NPOVA4SE8zOFRUWTA5MkVHNSQlQCN0PWcu
https://sites.google.com/view/sdmesa-flexweek/january-29-2026-convocation-breakouts


 

 Black History Month at San Diego Mesa College  
 
Join us as we honor, celebrate, and reflect on Black history, culture, and legacy through art, storytelling, and community. 
Click here for more information -  
https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml 
  

 

 

 

 

2025-26 Faculty and Staff Handbook  
Check our 2025-26  
Faculty and Staff Handbook  
 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/academics/v2/programs/black-studies/black-history-month.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/office-of-communications/_assets/documents/Faculty_Staff_HB-2526.pdf


 

In alignment with our shared commitment to ensuring 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility efforts reach 
the broadest possible audience, and in response to 
conversations about expanding DEIA visibility beyond a 
breakout-session format, this brochure was created to 
engage the full convocation community. 
 
DEIA at Mesa: Spring 2026 is designed to center DEIA as a 
collective responsibility, highlight ongoing efforts across 
the college, and invite every member of our community 
to see themselves reflected in this work. 
 
DEIA at Mesa is not a moment or a single session. It is a 
shared practice—woven into how we teach, lead, serve, 
and create a sense of belonging. 
 
DEIA at Mesa Spring 2026 Brochure  
  

 

  

   

Enrollment Update 
Students have their sights set on Spring 2026 with another week of increased enrollment.  Last week we saw a jump 
of 1,254 students registering for Spring classes, and this week that jump is 750 more students to bring us to a 
headcount of 20,500 students.  Our FTES is now 5,856 which exceeds our Spring 2026 goals, as of now.  While this is 
not our official number, enrollment will adjust over the next 4 weeks as students move their schedules around, as we 
address any lingering bots, and as we potentially expand offerings in the second eight-week session.  Compared to 
the week before the start of Spring 2025, we were at a similar headcount of 20,437 and our FTES was 5,906.     

  

   

 

 

 
 
 
In the News! Lower Textbook Costs for Students 
 
Mesa College assistant professor of political science Austin Barraza is 
showing how colleges can actually lower textbook costs, and why that 
matters for students balancing school, work, and life. 
 
When course materials are more affordable, students can focus on 
learning instead of choosing what they can afford. That is a big deal. 
 
Read the article to see how faculty are helping remove barriers to 
education. Click here to read the full article. 
 

 

https://bit.ly/SP26SDMESADEIABROCHURE
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2026/01/22/opinion-we-were-asked-to-make-college-textbooks-less-expensive-we-did-it/


 

   

 

  

Welcome Week Spring 2026 
 
Please join us for Welcome Week as we kick off the Spring 2026 semester! We encourage you to share this 
opportunity with your students and invite them to attend a full week of engaging events designed to support a 
strong start to the semester. 
 
The full schedule is available here:https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml 
 
If you are interested in volunteering at the Welcome Week Information Booth on Monday and Tuesday, please email 
Courtney Lee (clee@sdccd.edu ) in the Student Affairs Office with your availability. 
 
Thank you for helping us welcome our students! 

  

   

Scholarship applications are now available! Please encourage your students to apply to the Mesa College 
Foundation Scholarships. Our Scholarships webpage has all the information you might need! 
  
The final deadline to apply is Thursday, February 17th, at 11:59pm! 
  
You may also direct students to the Apply for Mesa Scholarships video, and a brief video tutorial we created on 
how to get started with applying. 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/welcome-week/index.shtml
mailto:clee@sdccd.edu
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/index.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQHdYAQNkjg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Y5hEggnSs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s8bQVvsZAao7oaYZL0R9eW7pgU5Xs3R_/view?usp=sharing


Scholarship Application Workshops for Mesa College Scholarships are now available! Follow this link for more 
information about the workshops. 25 students who attend a workshop session and apply for at least 3 scholarships 
will be randomly chosen to receive a $50 gift card! 
If you would like a classroom presentation about our scholarships, then please contact Zulma Heraldez 
(zheraldez@sdccd.edu). 

  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

   

Our Umoja community showed up to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by walking in the MLK Jr. Parade and 
joining President Hands at the Alliance All People's Breakfast. Our students understand the importance of 
representation and are paying it forward by showing up to demonstrate leadership for others. Whether on or off 
campus, Umoja students are engaging and doing the work to reach their goals while paving the way for those coming 
behind them.  
 
Upcoming events: 
Join Umoja and Mesa BEST as we celebrate Black History Month with our annual Feel the Love Luncheon! This 
community event brings together students and campus employees, allowing everyone to connect and strengthen 
community on campus. Come by MC-211 on Wednesday, Feb 11th from 12:30pm to 2:30pm for food, fun, and 
fellowship!  
  

With the start of the new semester, students are always encouraged to schedule an appointment with a Career 
Counselor or Career Ambassador via Handshake. 

  

Exciting things are happening with Kapwa! Click here for the latest newsletter.  
  

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/scholarships/_assets/documents/2025-2026%20Scholarship%20Workshop%20Flyer%20v2.pdf
mailto:zheraldez@sdccd.edu
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/436aa925-e57b-4d61-9c1c-cf548ac54472
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/career-center/handshake-job-board.shtml#join
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y33yFAvn3gzUQRYHf_Hp-t1VIQsttyPt/view?usp=drive_link


   

 

   

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

   

Measure HH Bond Program 
Thanks to the overwhelming support of San Diego voters, the San Diego Community College District (SDCCD) is 
embarking on a bold capital improvement initiative to modernize and transform all district campuses. Approved in 
November 2024, Measure HH will provide state-of-the-art educational facilities, address long-deferred 
maintenance needs, and ensure our colleges remain accessible, equitable, and innovative for decades to come. 
Click here to read more about Measure HH. 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/voters-support-bond.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/communications/newscenter/articles/2024/voters-support-bond.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/operations/measurehh/index.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jPRS54U8pJY5bToJHN7iKZHm4tX5fWA3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IuRtO76DOTuHvkJvm35mCo9jvisqlICz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14SU7MgiZFe670dOsYHzKJ2qof4qBOnTv/view?usp=sharing


   

To help us maintain a safe, clean, and fully operational campus, please remember that all requests for Facilities 
support should be submitted through the Facilities Work Order System. This system ensures your request is 
routed to the correct team and allows us to track progress and response times. 
  
You may submit a work order for issues such as: 
 Elevator outages 
 Water leaks or plumbing concerns 
 Broken glass or damaged fixtures 
 Cleaning needs (urgent or routine) 
 Heating/cooling concerns 
 Lighting or electrical issues 
 General repairs or maintenance 
  
Thank you for helping us keep our campus environment safe and welcoming. If you have questions about the 
process, please feel free to contact the Facilities Services at 619.388.2814. 

  

   

 

 

   

Click here to learn which administrative areas are involved in managing our college operations. 
  

https://sdccd.gofmx.com/maintenance-requests/new?kiosk=true&authToken2=L7wXqeB0Bfs1ePkGZ-rwiUq6AcaeMk-MM4ThRciQIuv3h5obelCjiNphJVTEqvs8emPkAZLcI5Ogivz5drwT4KFD-vfepDzew2pjlVNnVBKe5LRSURviTKtVVy4p9z_U&embedToken=hc4Tyk9o-jc7d3njlHOCkMPrx8Grhz5zhMd67_oDyKTtQSorq9OLYPJ6DU3ECdoU_JbXjllkPUXdNVBJqVpil8GkUsyvWQawh_EEHO-DKAWhDGumjCvYuzSQEe8Djuv_RGOGuDd5ZWv96kWP4biEKg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14veiKCHVPe_EjKWJU8n13DQjh2r1LWYr/view?usp=sharing


 

  

   

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to 
use our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to 
work alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these 
new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for 
collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

Welcome to Spring 2026! We are starting out the semester with two invitations to help our students and mission. 
  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

 

 
 
Scholarship Reviewers Needed! 
 
Click on these two infographics for more information. 
 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Help shape our fundraising priorities and goals! 
 
Thank you to all of you who completed our 
#MesaDreams Survey. We will share a summary of the 
results shortly. In the meantime, we have another 
invitation for you to help shape the fundraising priorities 
for our comprehensive fundraising campaign.  
 

 

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 



View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/

